Romance? Yuck!
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian
Sherman Alexie
Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his troubled school on the Spokane Indian
Reservation to attend an all-white farm town school where the only other Indian
is the school mascot .
The Book of Lost Things
John Connolly
Mourning the loss of his mother, David finds comfort in the books she left behind. But soon the make-believe world of the books melds with David's reality,
and the figments of his imagination become startlingly real. Suddenly, he finds
himself in a brutal land populated by trolls, harpies, and werewolf-like creatures.
His only hope is to find the king, whose Book of Lost Things could show David the way home. .
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas
John Boyne
Bored and lonely after his family moves from Berlin to a place called "Out-With"
in 1942, Bruno, the son of a Nazi officer, befriends a boy in striped pajamas who
lives behind a wire fence.
Boy on the Edge
Fridrik Erlings
Henry has a clubfoot and he is the target of relentless bullying. One day, in a
violent fit of anger, Henry lashes out at the only family he has-- his mother. Sent
to live with other troubled boys at the Home of Lesser Brethren, an isolated farm
perched in the craggy lava fields along the unforgiving Icelandic coast, Henry
finds a precarious contentment among the cows. But it is the people, including the manic preacher who runs the home, who fuel Henry's frustration and
sometimes rage as he yearns for a life and a home.
The Chocolate War
Robert Cormier
A high school freshman discovers the devastating consequences of refusing to
join in the school's annual fund raising drive and arousing the wrath
of the school bullies.
The City of Ember
Jeanne DuPrau
In the year 241, twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a
Messenger to run to new places in her decaying but beloved city, perhaps even
to glimpse Unknown Regions.

Code Name Verity
Elizabeth Wein
In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France and the survivor
tells a tale of friendship, war, espionage, and great courage as she relates what
she must to survive while keeping secret all that she can. .
Coraline
Neil Gaiman
Looking for excitement, Coraline ventures through a mysterious door into a
world that is similar, yet disturbingly different from her own, where she must
challenge a gruesome entity in order to save herself, her parents, and the souls
of three others. .
Down from the Mountain
Elizabeth Fixmer
Fourteen year-old Eva tries to be a good disciple of Righteous Path, a polygamy
cult in Colorado, but her forays into the 'heathen world' cause her to question all
she knows.
The Drowned Cities
Paolo Bacigalupi
In a dark future America that has devolved into unending civil wars, orphans
Mahlia and Mouse barely escape the war-torn lands of the Drowned Cities, but
their fragile safety is soon threatened and Mahlia will have to risk everything if
she is to save Mouse, as he once saved her.
Endangered
Eliot Schrefer
Sophie is not happy to be back in the Congo for the summer, but when she rescues an abused baby bonobo she becomes more involved in her mother's sanctuary--and when fighting breaks out and the sanctuary is attacked, it is up to Sophie to rescue the apes and somehow survive in the jungle.
Ender's Game
Orson Scott Card
Aliens have attacked Earth twice and almost destroyed the human species. To
make sure humans win the next encounter, the world government has taken to
breeding military geniuses -- and then training them in the arts of war. Ender
Wiggin is a genius among geniuses; he wins all the games.

Fever Crumb
Philip Reeve
Foundling Fever Crumb has been raised as an engineer although females in the
future London, England, are not believed capable of rational thought, but at age
fourteen she leaves her sheltered world and begins to learn startling truths
about her past while facing danger in the present.
Fish in the Sky
Fridrik Erlings
Josh Stephenson's thirteenth year starts with a baffling sequence of events, including an odd gift from his estranged father, the arrival of his flirty seventeenyear-old female cousin, locker-room teasing about certain embarrassing anatomical changes, and wondering if dreams of love can ever come true.
The Girl from the Well
Rin Chupeco
Okiku has wandered the world for centuries, freeing the innocent ghosts
of the murdered-dead and taking the lives of killers with the vengeance they are
due, but when she meets Tark she knows the moody teen with the series of intricate tattoos is not a monster and needs to be freed from the demonic malevolence that clings to him.
The Giver
Lois Lowry
Given his lifetime assignment at the Ceremony of Twelve, Jonas becomes the
receiver of memories shared by only one other in his community and discovers
the terrible truth about the society in which he lives.
The Golden Compass
Philip Pullman
Series: His Dark Materials
Accompanied by her daemon, Lyra Belacqua sets out to prevent her best friend
and other kidnapped children from becoming the subject of gruesome experiments in the Far North.
Gracefully Grayson
Ami Polonsky
Grayson, a transgender twelve-year-old, learns to accept her true identity and
share it with the world.

The Hobbit
J.R.R. Tolkien
Bilbo Baggins, a respectable, well-to-do hobbit, lives comfortably in his hobbithole until the day the wandering wizard Gandalf chooses him to take part in an
adventure from which he may never return.
Hold Me Closer, Necromancer
Lish McBride
Sam LaCroix, a Seattle fast-food worker and college dropout, discovers that he
is a necromancer, part of a world of harbingers, werewolves, satyrs, and one
particular necromancer who sees Sam as a threat to his lucrative business of
raising the dead.
I am the Messenger
Markus Zusak
After capturing a bank robber, nineteen-year-old cab driver Ed Kennedy begins
receiving mysterious messages that direct him to addresses where people need
help, and he begins getting over his lifelong feeling of worthlessness.
In Real Life
Cory Doctorow, Jen Wang
Call Number: 741.5 D637 2014
Anda loves Coarsegold Online, the massively-multiplayer role playing game that
she spends most of her free time on. It's a place where she can be a leader, a
fighter, a hero. It's a place where she can meet people from all over the world,
and make friends. But things become a lot more complicated when Anda befriends a gold farmer -- a poor Chinese kid whose avatar in the game illegally
collects valuable objects and then sells them to players from developed countries with money to burn.
The Last Dragon Slayer
Jasper Fjorde
Series: The Chronicles of Kazam, Book 1
Fifteen-year-old Jennifer Strange runs an agency for underemployed magicians
in a world where magic is fading away, but when visions of the death
of the world's last dragon begin, all signs point to Jennifer--and Big Magic.
The Monstrumologist
Richard Yancey
Series: Monstrumologist
In 1888, twelve-year-old Will Henry chronicles his apprenticeship with Dr.
Warthrop, a scientist who hunts and studies real-life monsters, as they discover
and attempt to destroy a pod of Anthropophagi.

Messenger of Fear
Michael Grant
The Messenger of Fear brings justice to those who do wrong, creating frightening games where the players earn their redemption--or lose their sanity--and
somehow Mara, fifteen, has become his apprentice.
Ms. Marvel
G. Willow Wilson
Call Number: 741.5 qW748m 2014 v.01
Kamala Khan is an ordinary girl from Jersey City - until she's suddenly empowered with extraordinary gifts. But who truly is the new Ms. Marvel? Teenager?
Muslim? Inhuman? Find out as she takes the Marvel Universe by storm!
Never Fall Down
Patricia McCormick
Cambodian child soldier Arn Chorn-Pond defied the odds and used all of his
courage and wits to survive the murderous regime of the Khmer Rouge.
Pathfinder
Orson Scott Card
Thirteen-year-old Rigg has a secret ability to see the paths of others' pasts, but
revelations after his father's death set him on a dangerous quest that brings new
threats from those who would either control his destiny or kill him.
Revolution
Jennifer Donnelly
An angry, grieving seventeen-year-old musician facing expulsion from her prestigious Brooklyn private school travels to Paris to complete a school assignment
and uncovers a diary written during the French revolution by a young actress
attempting to help Louis Charles, the lost king of France.
Rot and Ruin
Jonathan Maberry
Series: Benny Imura
In a post-apocalyptic world where fences and border patrols guard the few people left from the zombies that have overtaken civilization, fifteen-year-old Benny
Imura is finally convinced that he must follow in his older brother's footsteps and
become a bounty hunter.
Sabriel
Garth Nix
Series: Abhorsen Trilogy
Sabriel, daughter of the necromancer Abhorsen, must journey into the mysterious and magical Old Kingdom to rescue her father from the Land of the Dead.

The Story of Owen: Dragon Slayer of Trondheim
E.K. Johnston
Series: Dragon Slayer of Trondheim
In an alternate world where industrialization has caused many species of carbon
-eating dragons to thrive, Owen, a slayer being trained by his famous father and
aunt, and Siobahn, his bard, face a dragon infestation near their small town in
Canada.
Thief's Covenant: a Widdershins adventure
Ari Marmell
Once she was Adrienne Sati, an orphan with a rags-to-riches story until a conspiracy of human and other forces stole it all away in a flurry of blood and murder. Now she is Widdershins, a thief with a sharp blade, a sharper wit, and help
from the mystical god Olgun, a foreign god with no other worshippers but Widdenshins. But now something horrid, something dark, is reaching out for her, a
past that refuses to let her go.
Torn Away
Jennifer Brown
In the aftermath of a tornado that has devastated her hometown of Elizabeth,
Missouri, sixteen-year-old Jersey Cameron struggles to overcome her grief as
she is sent to live with her only surviving relatives.

