Multicultural Reads
5 to 1
Holly Bodger
In a dystopian future where gender selection has led to girls outnumbering boys 5 to 1
marriage is arranged based on a series of tests. It's Sudasa's turn to pick a husband
through this 'fair' method, but she's not sure she wants to be a part of it.
American Born Chinese
Gene Luen Yang
Call Number: 741.5 Y222
A mixture of three different stories combined as one book about what it is like being the a
Chinese American boy.
Black Dove, White Raven
Elizabeth Wein
Having moved to Ethiopia to avoid the prejudices of 1930s America, Emilia Menotti,
her black adoptive brother Teo, and their mother Rhoda, a stunt pilot, are devoted to their
new country even after war with Italy looms, drawing the teens into the conflict.
Boy in the Black Suit
Jason Reynolds
Soon after his mother's death, Matt takes a job at a funeral home in his tough Brooklyn
neighborhood and, while attending and assisting with funerals, begins to accept her
death and his responsibilities as a man.
Boy21
Matthew Quick
Finley, an unnaturally quiet boy who is the only white player on his high school's varsity
basketball team, lives in a dismal Pennsylvania town that is ruled by the Irish mob, and
when his coach asks him to mentor a troubled African American student he finds that
they have a lot in common in spite of their apparent differences.
Brown Girl Dreaming
Jacqueline Woodson
Call Number: 811.54 W898Zw 2014
Jacqueline Woodson tells the moving story of her childhood in mesmerizing verse.
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in each
place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in
the 1960s and 1970s.
Crossing the Line
Malin Alegria
When Fabiola's sister Alexis joins her at Dos Rios High, she warns her away from the
troublemaking super jock Dex Andrews, but Alexis does not listen, and soon it is up to
Fabiola to make things right, even if it means breaking her sister's heart.

The Crossover
Kwame Alexander
Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh and Jordan wrestle with highs and lows
on and off the court as their father ignores his declining health.
The Diamond Boy
Michael Williams
When Patson's family moves to [the] Marange region of Zimbabwe, he begins working
in the mines, searching for blood diamonds, until government soldiers arrive and Patson is forced to journey to South Africa in search of his missing sister and a better life.
Dreaming in Indian: contemporary Native American Voices
Call Number: 704.0397 qD771 2014
A powerful and visually stunning anthology from some of the most groundbreaking Native artists working in North America today.
An Ember in the Ashes
Sabaa Tahir
Laia is a Scholar living under the iron-fisted rule of the Martial Empire. When her brother is arrested for treason, Laia goes undercover as a slave at the empire's greatest military academy in exchange for assistance from rebel Scholars who claim that they will
help to save her brother from execution.
Endangered
Lamar Giles
When Lauren (Panda), a teen photoblogger, gets involved in a deadly game, she has
to protect the classmates she despises.
Endangered
Eliot Schrefer
Sophie is not happy to be back in the Congo for the summer, but when she rescues an
abused baby bonobo she becomes more involved in her mother's sanctuary--and when
fighting breaks out and the sanctuary is attacked, it is up to Sophie to rescue the apes
and somehow survive in the jungle.
Flygirl
Sherri Smith
Ida Mae Jones dreams of flight. Her daddy was a pilot and being black didn’t stop him.
But her daddy’s gone now, and being a woman and black are two strikes against her.
When America enters the war with Germany and Japan, the Army creates the WASP,
the Women’s Airforce Service Pilots—and Ida suddenly sees a way to fly.

Gabi, A Girl in Pieces
Isabel Quintero
Sixteen-year-old Gabi Hernandez chronicles her senior year in high school as she
copes with her friend Cindy's pregnancy, friend Sebastian's coming out, her father's
meth habit, her own cravings for food and cute boys, and especially, the poetry that
helps forge her identity.
God Loves Hair
Vivek Shraya
A collection of short stories.
Hold Tight Don't Let Go
Laura Rose Wagner
In the aftermath of the 2010 earthquake in Haiti, Nadine goes to live with her father in
Miami while her cousin Magdalie, raised as her sister, remains behind in a refugee
camp.
How It Went Down
Kekla Magoon
When sixteen-year-old Tariq Johnson is shot to death, his community is thrown into an
uproar because Tariq was black and the shooter, Jack Franklin, is white, and in the aftermath everyone has something to say, but no two accounts of the events agree.
The Hunt for the Bamboo Rat
Graham Salisbury
Zenji Watanabe, seventeen, is sent from Hawaii to the Philippines to spy
on the Japanese during World War II and, after he is captured and tortured, must find a
way to survive months of being lost in the jungle behind enemy lines.
Like No Other
Una LaMarche
Though their relationship is strictly forbidden, Devorah and Jax arrange secret meetings and risk everything to be together. But how far can they possibly go?
The Misadventures of Awkward Black Girl
Issa Rae
In the bestselling tradition of Sloan Crosley's I Was Told There'd Be Cake and Mindy
Kaling's Is Everyone Hanging Out Without Me?, a collection of humorous essays on
what it's like to be unabashedly awkward in a world that regards introverts as hapless
misfits, and black as cool. My name is "J" and I'm awkward--and black. Someone once
told me those were the two worst things anyone could be. That someone was right.
Where do I start? Being anintrovert in a world that glorifies cool isn't easy. But when
Issa Rae, the creator of the Shorty Award-winning hit series "The Misadventures of
Awkward Black Girl," is that introvert--whether she's navigating love, work, friendships,
or "rapping"--it sure is entertaining. The Misadventures of Awkward Black Girl is a
book no one--awkward or cool, black, white, or other--will want to miss.

Monster
Walter Dean Myers
While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon records his
experiences in prison and the courtroom in the form of a film script, as he tries to come to
terms with the course his life has taken.
More Happy Than Not
Adam Silvera
After enduring his father's suicide, his own suicide attempt, broken friendships, and more in
the Bronx projects, Aaron Soto, sixteen, is already considering the Leteo Institute's memory
-alteration procedure when his new friendship with Thomas turns to unrequited love.
North of Beautiful
Justina Chen Headley
Terra, a sensitive, artistic high school senior born with a facial port-wine stain, struggles
with issues of inner and outer beauty with the help of her Goth classmate Jacob.
Out of Darkness
Ashley Perez
A Mexican-American girl and a black boy begin an ill-fated love in the months leading up to
a catastrophic 1937 school explosion in East Texas. The powerful story opens with the legendary school explosion in New London and then rewinds to September 1936. Naomi has
begrudgingly left behind her abuelitos in San Antonio for a new life with her younger half
siblings, twins, and their long-absent white father, Henry. Now a born-again Christian, Henry struggles to atone for his sins. The siblings struggle to fit into the segregated oil town,
where store signs boast "No Negroes, Mexicans, or dogs." The precocious twins read better than half the senior class, and dark-skinned Naomi is guilty of not only being Mexican,
but also of being "prettier than any girl in school." Their one friend is Wash, a brilliant African-American senior from the black part of town.
The Secret Sky: a novel of forbidden love in Afghanistan
Atia Abawi
Two teens from different ethnic groups in present-day Afghanistan must fight their culture,
tradition, families, and the Taliban to stay together as they and another village boy relate the story of their forbidden love.
Shadowshaper
Daniel Jose Older
When the murals painted on the walls of her Brooklyn neighborhood start to change and
fade in front of her, Sierra Santiago realizes that something strange is going on--then she
discovers her Puerto Rican family are shadowshapers and finds herself in a battle with an
evil anthropologist for the lives of her family and friends.

The Summer of Chasing Mermaids
Sarah Ockler
After a boating accident takes her beautiful singing and speaking voice from her, Elyse
d'Abreau, the youngest of six sisters, leaves her home in Tobago to stay in an Oregon
seaside town where Christian Kane, a notorious playboy, challenges her to express
herself and to overcome her fear of the sea.
Summer Prince
Alaya Dawn Johnson
In a Brazil of the distant future, June Costa falls in love with Enki, a fellow artist and
rebel against the strict limits of the legendary pyramid city of Palmares Três' matriarchal government, knowing that, like all Summer Kings before him, Enki is destined to
die.
Tell Me Again How a Crush Should Feel
Sara Ferizan
High school junior Leila's Persian heritage already makes her different from her classmates at Armstead Academy, and if word got out that she liked girls life would be twice
as hard, but when a new girl, Saskia, shows up, Leila starts to take risks she never
thought she would, especially when it looks as if the attraction between them is mutual,
so she struggles to sort out her growing feelings by confiding in her old friends.
Ten Things I Hate About Me
Randa Abdel-Fattah
Lebanese-Australian Jamilah, known in school as Jamie, hides her heritage from her
classmates and tries to pass by dyeing her hair blonde and wearing blue-tinted contact
lenses, until her conflicted feelings become too much for her to bear.
This Side of Home
Renée Watson
Twins Nikki and Maya Younger always agreed on most things, but as they head into
their senior year they react differently to the gentrification of their Portland, Oregon,
neighborhood and the new--white--family that moves in after their best friend and her
mother are evicted.
Tiger's Curse
Colleen Houck
Series: The Tiger Saga
Seventeen-year-old Oregon teenager Kelsey forms a bond with a circus tiger who is
actually one of two brothers, Indian princes Ren and Kishan, who were cursed to live
as tigers for eternity, and she travels with him to India where the tiger's curse may be
broken once and for all.
A Time to Dance
Padma Venkatraman
In India, a girl who excels at Bharatanatyam dance refuses to give up after losing a leg
in an accident.

Tiny Pretty Things
Sona Charaipotra
Three top students at an exclusive Manhattan ballet academy compete for the status of
prima ballerina, with each willing to sacrifice, manipulate, and backstab to be the best
of the best.
To All the Boys I've Loved Before
Jenny Han
Lara Jean writes love letters to all the boys she has loved and then hides them in a hatbox until one day those letters are accidentally sent.
When I Was the Greatest
Jason Reynolds
In Bed Stuy, New York, a small misunderstanding can escalate into having a price on
your head--even if you're totally clean. This gritty, triumphant debut captures the heart
and the hardship of life for an urban teen. A lot of the stuff that gives my neighborhood
a bad name, I don't really mess with. The guns and drugs and all that, not really my
thing. Nah, not his thing. Ali's got enough going on, between school and boxing and
helping out at home.
The Wrath and the Dawn
Renée Ahdieh
In this reimagining of The Arabian Nights, Shahrzad plans to avenge the death of her
dearest friend by volunteering to marry the murderous boy-king of Khorasan, but discovers not all is as it seems within the palace.
X: a novel
Ilyasah Shabazz
A fictional take on the life of Malcolm X.
Yaqui Delgado Wants to Kick Your Ass
Meg Medina
One morning before school, some girl tells Piddy Sanchez that Yaqui Delgado hates
her and wants to kick her ass. Piddy doesn't even know who Yaqui is, never mind what
she's done to piss her off. Word is that Yaqui thinks Piddy is stuck-up, shakes her stuff
when she walks, and isn't Latin enough with her white skin, good grades, and no accent. And Yaqui isn't kidding around, so Piddy better watch her back. At first Piddy is
more concerned with trying to find out more about the father she's never met and
how to balance honors courses with her weekend job at the neighborhood hair salon.
But as the harassment escalates, avoiding Yaqui and her gang starts to take over Piddy's life. Is there any way for Piddy to survive without closing herself off or running
away?

Yummy: The Last Days of a Southside Shorty
G. Neri
Based on the true story of Robert "Yummy" Sandifer, an eleven-year old African American gang member from Chicago who shot a young girl and was then shot by his own
gang members.
Zeroboxer
Fonda Lee
As seventeen-year-old Carr 'the Raptor' Luka rises to fame in the weightless combat
sport of zeroboxing, he learns a devastating secret that jeopardizes not only his future
in the sport, but interplanetary relations.

