Love is a Rainbow: Books Celebrating LGBTQ Characters
Adaptation
Malinda Lo
In the aftermath of a series of plane crashes caused by birds, seventeen-year-old Reese
and her debate-team partner, David, receive medical treatment at a secret government
facility and become tangled in a conspiracy that is, according to Reese's friend, Julian,
connected with aliens and UFOs.
Ask the Passengers
A.S. King
Astrid Jones copes with her small town's gossip and narrow-mindedness by staring
at the sky and imagining that she's sending love to the passengers in the airplanes flying
high over her backyard. Maybe they'll know what to do with it. Maybe it'll make them happy. Maybe they'll need it. Her mother doesn't want it, her father's always stoned, her perfect sister's too busy trying to fit in, and the people in her small town would never allow
her to love the person she really wants to: another girl named Dee. There's no one Astrid
feels she can talk to about this deep secret or the profound questions that she's trying to
answer. But little does she know just how much sending her love--and asking the right
questions--will affect the passengers' lives, and her own, for the better.
Beautiful Music for Ugly Children
Kristin Cronn-Mills
Gabe has always identified as a boy, but he was born with a girl's body. With his new
public access radio show gaining in popularity, Gabe struggles with romance, friendships,
and parents--all while trying to come out as transgendered. An audition for a station in
Minneapolis looks like his ticket to a better life in the big city. But his entire future is
threatened when several violent guys find out Gabe, the popular DJ, is also Elizabeth
from school.
Between You & Me
Marisa Calin
Phyre, sixteen, narrates her life as if it were a film, capturing her crush on Mia, a student
teacher of theater and film studies, as well as her fast friendship with a classmate referred to only as "you."
Beyond Magenta: transgender teens speak out
Susan Kuklin
Call Number: 306.768 K96 2014
A groundbreaking work of LGBT literature takes an honest look at the life, love, and
struggles of transgender teens. Author and photographer Susan Kuklin met and interviewed six transgender or gender-neutral young adults and used her considerable skills
to represent them thoughtfully and respectfully before, during, and after their personal
acknowledgment of gender preference. Portraits, family photographs, and candid images
grace the pages, augmenting the emotional and physical journey each youth has taken.
Each honest discussion and disclosure, whether joyful or heartbreaking, is completely
different from the other because of family dynamics, living situations, gender, and the
transition these teens make in recognition of their true selves.

The Culling
Steven Dos Santos
Series: The Torch Keeper
In a futuristic world ruled by a totalitarian government called the Establishment, Lucian
"Lucky" Spark and four other teenagers are recruited for the Trials. They must compete
not only for survival but to save the lives of their Incentives, family members whose
lives depend on how well they play the game.
Far From You
Tess Sharpe
After Sophie Winters survives a brutal attack in which her best friend, Mina, is murdered, she sets out to find the killer. At the same time she must prove she is free of her
past Oxy addiction and in no way to blame for Mina's death.
God Loves Hair
Vivek Shraya
A collection of short stories.
Gracefully Grayson
Ami Polonsky
Grayson, a transgender twelve-year-old, learns to accept her true identity and share it
with the world.
Grasshopper Jungle
Andrew Smith
Austin Szerba narrates the end of humanity as he and his best friend Robby accidentally unleash an army of giant, unstoppable bugs and uncover the secrets of a decades-old experiment gone terribly wrong.
Hello Cruel World: 101 alternatives to suicide for teens, freaks, and other outlaws
Kate Bornstein
Call Number: 616.858445 B736 2006
Transgender author Kate Bornstein provides guidance for suicidal teenagers, relating
personal emotional struggles; discussing bullies, identity, and freedom; and describing
101 activities teens can use to cope and keep themselves alive.
A Hero at the End of the World
Erin Claiborne
Sixteen year-old Ewan Mao knows one thing for certain: according to prophecy, it's his
destiny to kill the evil tyrant whose dark reign has terrorized Britain for as long as he
can remember. Although he's just a normal boy, deep down Ewan is confident that he
has exactly what it takes to be a hero. But when Ewan's big moment comes and his
best friend, the clever and talented Oliver Abrams, defeats the villain for him, Ewan's
bright future crumbles before his eyes. Five years later, while Ewan is living at home
and working a minimum wage job, Oliver has a job as an Unusual in the government's
Serious Magical Crimes Agency, the life he and Ewan always dreamed of. A routine
investigation leads him and his partner, Sophie Stuart, to uncover a dangerous and
powerful cult.

I'll Give You the Sun
Jandy Nelson
A story of first love, family, loss, and betrayal told from different points in time, and in
separate voices, by artists Jude and her twin brother Noah.
It Gets Better: coming out, overcoming bullying, and creating a life worth living
Call Number: 306.766083 I88
A collection of original essays and expanded testimonials written to teens from celebrities, political leaders, and everyday people. While many of these teens can't
see a positive future for themselves, we can. We can show LGBT youth the kind of
happiness, potential, and satisfaction their lives hold if they can just get through these
early years.
The Letter Q: Queer Writers' Notes to Their Younger Selves
In this anthology, sixty-three award-winning authors make imaginative journeys into
their pasts, telling their younger selves what they would have liked to know then about
their lives as Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, or Transgendered people.
Lies We Tell Ourselves
Robin Talley
Call Number: Fiction
In 1959 Virginia, Sarah, a black student who is one of the first to attend a newly integrated school, forces Linda, a white integration opponent's daughter, to confront harsh
truths when they work together on a school project.
More Happy Than Not
Adam Silvera
After enduring his father's suicide, his own suicide attempt, broken friendships,
and more in the Bronx projects, Aaron Soto, sixteen, is already considering the Leteo
Institute's memory-alteration procedure when his new friendship with Thomas turns to
unrequited love.
None of the Above
I.W. Gregorio
A groundbreaking story about a teenage girl who discovers she's intersex...and what
happens when her secret is revealed to the entire school. Incredibly compelling and
sensitively told, None of the Above is a thought-provoking novel that explores what it
means to be a boy, a girl, or something in between.
Not Otherwise Specified
Hannah Moskowitz
Auditioning for a New York City performing arts high school could help Etta escape
from her Nebraska all-girl school, where she is not gay enough for her former
friends, not sick enough for her eating disorders group, and not thin enough for ballet,
but it may also mean real friendships.

Playing the Part
Daria Wilke
Grishka has grown up in the closed world of a puppet theater in Russia, but now that world
seems to be falling apart--his best friend needs an operation, financial difficulties are forcing people out, his homosexual friend Sam, the jester, is leaving for Holland and Grishka
no longer knows what role he himself is playing.
Popular: Vintage Wisdom for a Modern Geek
Maya Van Wagenen
Call Number: 155.533 W131 2014
A touchingly honest, candidly hysterical memoir from breakout teen author Maya Van
Wagenen Stuck at the bottom of the social ladder at "pretty much the lowest level of people
at school who aren't paid to be here," Maya Van Wagenen decided to begin a unique social
experiment: spend the school year following a 1950s popularity guide, written by former
teen model Betty Cornell. Can curlers, girdles, Vaseline, and a strand of pearls help Maya
on her quest to be popular? The real-life results are painful, funny, and include a wonderful
and unexpected surprise-meeting and befriending Betty Cornell herself. Told with humor
and grace, Maya's journey offers readers of all ages a thoroughly contemporary example of
kindness and self-confidence.
Proxy
Alex London
Series: Proxy
Knox was born into one of the City’s wealthiest families. A Patron, he has everything a boy
could possibly want—the latest tech, the coolest clothes, and a Proxy to take all his punishments. When Knox breaks a vase, Syd is beaten. When Knox plays a practical joke, Syd is
forced to haul rocks. And when Knox crashes a car, killing one of his friends, Syd is branded and sentenced to death.
Putting Makeup on the Fat Boy
Bil Wright
Sixteen-year-old Carlos Duarte is on the verge of realizing his dream of becoming a famous make-up artist, but first he must face his jealous boss at a Macy's cosmetics counter,
his sister's abusive boyfriend, and his crush on a punk-rocker classmate.
Rapture Practice: a True Story About Growing Up Gay in an Evangelical Family
Aaron Hartzler
Call Number: 277.3083 H338Zh 2013
In this funny and heartfelt coming-of-age memoir, Aaron Hartzler recounts his journey from
devoted to doubtful, and the search to find his own truth without losing his fundamentalist
family.
Rethinking Normal: a memoir in transition
Katie Rain Hill
Call Number: 306.768083 H646Zh 2014
In this young adult memoir, a transgender girl shares her personal journey of growing up
as a boy and then undergoing gender reassignment during her teens.

Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda
Becky Albertalli
Sixteen-year-old, not-so-openly-gay Simon Spier is blackmailed into playing wingman
for his classmate or else his sexual identity will be revealed.
The Sin Eater's Confession
Ilsa J. Bick
While serving in Afghanistan, Ben writes about incidents from his senior year in a small
-town Wisconsin high school, when a neighbor he was trying to help out becomes the
victim of an apparent hate crime and Ben falls under suspicion.
Some Assembly Required: The not-so-secret life of a transgender teen
Arin Andrews
Call Number: 306.768083 A565Za 2014
Seventeen-year-old Arin Andrews shares all the hilarious, painful, and poignant details of undergoing gender reassignment as a high school student in this winning teen memoir.
Stonewall: breaking out in the fight for gay rights
Ann Bausum
Call Number: 306.766097 B351 2015
A dramatic retelling of the Stonewall riots of 1969, introducing teen readers
to the decades-long struggle for gay rights.
The Summer I Wasn't Me
Jessica Verdi
Ever since her mom found out she was in love with a girl, seventeen-year-old Lexi's
afraid that what's left of her family is going to fall apart for good. New Horizons summer camp promises a new life for Lexi--she swears she can change. She can
learn to like boys. But denying her feelings is harder than she thinks.
This is a Book for Parents of Gay Kids: a question & answer guide to everyday life
Dannielle Owens-Reid
Call Number: 306.766083 O97 2014
Written in an accessible Q&A format, here, finally, is the go-to resource for parents hoping to understand and communicate with their gay child. Through their LGBTQ
-oriented site, the authors are uniquely experienced to answer parents' many questions
and share insight and guidance on both emotional and practical topics. Filled with reallife experiences from gay kids and parents, this is the book gay kids want
their parents to read. --Publisher's description.
Wandering Son
Shimura Takako
Fifth grade: The threshold of puberty, and the beginning of the end of childhood innocence. Shuichi Nitori and his new friend Yoshino Takatsuki enjoy happy homes and
loving families, and are well-liked by their classmates. But they share a secret that further complicates a time of life that is awkward for anyone: Shuichi is a boy who wants
to be a girl, and Yoshino is a girl who wants to be a boy.

Will Grayson, Will Grayson
John Green, David Levithan
When two teens, one gay and one straight, meet accidentally and discover that they
share the same name, their lives become intertwined as one begins dating the other's
best friend, who produces a play revealing his relationship with them both.
Zero Fade
Chris L. Terry
Kevin Phifer, an African American seventh-grader in 1990s Richmond, Virginia, has
multiple problems on his plate, from his family's dysfunction, to the school bullies, to his
personal love life. What will he do to survive his seventh grade year?
Gena/Finn
Hannah Moskowitz, Kat Helgeson
A story of friendship and love, two fans of a TV show become friends through their
fanart.
The Great American Whatever
Tim Federle
"Teenaged Quinn, an aspiring screenwriter, copes with his sister's death while his best
friend forces him back out into the world to face his reality" -- Provided by publisher
If I Was Your Girl
Meredith Russo
Amanda Hardy only wants to fit in at her new school, but she is keeping a big secret, so
when she falls for Grant, guarded Amanda finds herself yearning to share with him everything about herself, including her previous life as Andrew.
The Miseducation of Cameron Post
Emily Danforth
In the early 1990s, when gay teenager Cameron Post rebels against her conservative
Montana ranch town and her family decides she needs to change her ways, she is sent
to a gay conversion therapy center.
Run
Kody Keplinger
Bo Dickinson is a seventeen-year-old girl from a bad family, but she is also overprotected, legally blind, Agnes Atwood's best friend-- so when Bo calls in the middle of
the night, desperate to get out of town, Agnes helps her to steal the Atwoods' car and
the two girls go on the run, even though Agnes is not sure exactly what they are running from.
This is Where it Ends
Marieke Nijkamp
After a school assembly, the auditorium doors will not open and someone starts shooting as four teens, each with a personal reason to fear the shooter, tell the tale from
separate perspectives.

