
Books for Teens Who Have Read (Almost) Everything 
  

 

Boy in the Black Suit  
Jason Reynolds  

Soon after his mother's death, Matt takes a job at a funeral home in his tough Brooklyn 
neighborhood and, while attending and assisting with funerals, begins to accept her 
death and his responsibilities as a man. 

Catalyst  
Laurie Halse Anderson  

Eighteen-year-old Kate, who sometimes chafes at being a preacher's daughter, finds her-
self losing control in her senior year as she faces difficult neighbors, the possibility that 
she may not be accepted by the college of her choice. 

Descender  
Jeff Lemire  
Call Number: 741.5 qL5541d 

Vaughan, Saga Young Robot boy TIM-21 and his companions struggle to stay alive in a 
universe where all androids have been outlawed and bounty hunters lurk on every planet. 
Written by award-winning creator, Jeff Lemire, Descender is a rip-roaring and heart-felt 
cosmic odyssey. Lemire pits humanity against machine, and world against world, to cre-
ate a sprawling epic.  

Devil and the Bluebird  
Jennifer Mason-Black  
Call Number: Fiction 

Blue Riley has wrestled with demons ever since the loss of her mother to cancer. But 
when she encounters a beautiful devil at her town crossroads, it's her runaway sister's 
soul she fights to save. The devil steals Blue's voice, inherited from her musically gifted 
mother, in exchange for a single shot at finding Cass. 

The End of the Line  
Angela Cerrito  

In the prison-like school that is his last chance, thirteen-year-old Robbie tries to recover 
from events that brought him there, including his uncle's war injuries and the death of a 
classmate who may have been his friend. 

How It Went Down  
Kekla Magoon  

When sixteen-year-old Tariq Johnson is shot to death, his community is thrown into an 
uproar because Tariq was black and the shooter, Jack Franklin, is white, and in the after-
math everyone has something to say, but no two accounts of the events agree. 

The Hunt for the Seventh  
Christine Morton-Shaw  

When his father starts a new job at Minerva Hall as gardener, twelve-year-old Jim discov-
ers an ancient curse that needs to be unraveled before disaster happens. 



 The Indigo Notebook  
Laura Resau  

Fifteen-year-old Zeeta lives in a different country every year with her flighty English-
teaching mom, Layla. The wandering life suits Layla, who lives in the moment, quotes 
mystical poetry, and hangs out with penniless artists and scraggly-haired clowns. But 
Zeeta yearns for the normal life she sees in American magazine ads. 

The Latte Rebellion  
Sarah Jamila Stevenson  

When high school senior Asha Jamison is called a "towel head" at a pool party, she 
and her best friend Carey start a club to raise awareness of mixed-race students that 
soon sweeps the country, but the hubbub puts her Ivy League dreams, friendship, and 
beliefs to the test. 

The Loser’s Guide to Life and Love  
A.E. Cannon  

Over the summer, Salt Lake City high school student Ed McIff works at a video store, 
wearing a shirt with the name Sergio on it, and when a beautiful girl comes in one day, 
he decides to take on a new, more suave identity, resulting in a series of misunder-
standings and star-crossed encounters. 

The Lotery Rose  
Irene Hunt  

A young victim of child abuse gradually overcomes his fears and suspicions when 
placed in a home with other boys. 

Love Letters to the Dead: a novel  
Ava Dellaira  

When Laurel starts writing letters to dead people for a school assignment, she be-
gins to spill about her sister's mysterious death, her mother's departure from the family, 
her new friends, and her first love. 

Lucky  
Alice Sebold  
Call Number: 364.153209 S443Zs 2002 

In this memoir, Alice Sebold reveals how her life was transformed when at age 18 she 
was raped and beaten in a park near her college campus. 

Mapmaker  
Mark Bomback  

Teenagers Tanya and Connor stumble on a deadly secret while working at the digital 
mapmaking company where Tanya's dead father once worked. 

 

 



 The Misfits  
James Howe  

Four students who do not fit in at their small-town middle school decide to create a third 
party for the student council elections to represent all students who have ever been 
called names. 

Mosquitoland  
David Arnold  

When she learns that her mother is sick in Ohio, Mim confronts her demons on a thou-
sand-mile odyssey from Mississippi that redefines her notions of love, loyalty, and what 
it means to be sane. 

Ms. Marvel  
G. Willow Wilson  
Call Number: 741.5 qW748m 2014 v.01 

Kamala Khan is an ordinary girl from Jersey City - until she's suddenly empowered with 
extraordinary gifts. But who truly is the new Ms. Marvel? Teenager? Muslim? Inhuman? 
Find out as she takes the Marvel Universe by storm! When Kamala discovers the dan-
gers of her newfound powers, she unlocks a secret behind them, as well. Is Kamala 
ready to wield these immense new gifts? Or will the weight of the legacy before her be 
too much to bear? Kamala has no idea, either. But she's comin' for you, New York! 

The Name of this Book is Secret  
Pseudonymous Bosch  

Two eleven-year-old misfits try to solve the mystery of a dead magician and 
stop the evil Dr. L and Ms. Mauvais, who are searching for the secret of immortality. 

Not Otherwise Specified  
Hannah Moskowitz  

Auditioning for a New York City performing arts high school could help Etta escape 
from her Nebraska all-girl school, where she is not gay enough for her former 
friends, not sick enough for her eating disorders group, and notthin enough for ballet, 
but it may also mean real friendships. 

Notes from the Dog  
Gary Paulson  

When Johanna shows up at the beginning of summer to house-sit next door to Finn, he 
has no idea of the profound effect she will have on his life by the time summer vacation 
is over. 

The Painted Boy  
Charles de Lint  

High-schooler Jay Li finds himself in the Arizona desert performing dangerous feats as 
part of his journey to prove himself a worthy member of the part human, part dragon 
Yellow Dragon Clan. 



 Project Sweet Life  
Brent Hartinger  

When their fathers insist that they get summer jobs, three fifteen-year-old friends in Taco-
ma, Washington, dedicate their summer vacation to fooling their parents into thinking that 
they are working, which proves to be even harder than having real jobs would have been. 

The Rithmatist  
Brandon Sanderson  

As Wild Chalklings threaten the American Isles and Rithmatists are humanity's only de-
fense, Joel can only watch as Rithmatist students learn the magical art that he would do 
anything to practice. 

The Serpent King  
Jeff Zentner  

The son of a Pentecostal preacher faces his personal demons as he and his two outcast 
friends try to make it through their senior year of high school in rural Forrestville, Tennes-
see without letting the small-town culture destroy their creative spirits and sense of self. 

Shadowshaper  
Daniel Jose Older  

When the murals painted on the walls of her Brooklyn neighborhood start to change and 
fade in front of her, Sierra Santiago realizes that something strange is going on--then she 
discovers her Puerto Rican family are shadowshapers and finds herself in a battle with an 
evil anthropologist for the lives of her family and friends. 

Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda  
Becky Albertalli  

Sixteen-year-old, not-so-openly-gay Simon Spier is blackmailed into playing wingman for 
his classmate or else his sexual identity will be revealed. 

Swallow Me Whole  
Nate Powell  
Call Number: 741.5 P885 

A graphic novel about two adolescent step siblings.  

Tighter  
Adele Griffin  

Based on Henry James's "The Turn of the Screw," tells the story of Jamie Atkinson's sum-
mer spent as a nanny in a small Rhode Island beach town, where she begins to fear that 
the estate may be haunted. 

Under a Painted Sky  
Stacy Lee  

In 1845, Sammy, a Chinese American girl, and Annamae, an African American slave girl, 
disguise themselves as boys and travel on the Oregon Trail to California from  Missouri. 



The Wednesday Wars  
Gary Schmidt  

During the 1967 school year, on Wednesday afternoons when all his classmates go to 
either Catechism or Hebrew school, seventh-grader Holling Hoodhood stays in Mrs. 
Baker's classroom where they read the plays of William Shakespeare and Holling 
learns much of value about the world he lives in. 

Where Things Come Back  
John Corey Whaley  

Seventeen-year-old Cullen's summer in Lily, Arkansas, is marked by his cousin's death 
by overdose, an alleged spotting of a woodpecker thought to be extinct, failed romanc-
es, and his younger brother's sudden disappearance. 

Wildlife  
Fiona Wood  

During a semester in the wilderness, sixteen year old Sib expects the tough outdoor 
education program and the horrors of dorm life, but friendship drama and love that gets 
complicated? That will take some navigating.  
 

The Wrath and the Dawn  
Renée Ahdieh  

In this reimagining of The Arabian Nights, Shahrzad plans to avenge the death of her 
dearest friend by volunteering to marry the murderous boy-king of Khorasan, but dis-
covers not all is as it seems within the palace. 

Written in the Stars  
Aisha Saeed  

Naila's vacation to visit relatives in Pakistan turns into a nightmare when she discovers 
her parents want to force her to marry a man she's never met. 


